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anarchistnews and view 


RETURN TO SENDER 


T oday we have hit ai Mir apparatus 
of control that is repressive and 
te.idmg the democratic show rliar i* 
the new European order* said the pres> 
release which was despatched by the 
Informcit Anarchist Federation f FA)) 
upon the bombing near rhe home of 
Europe,in Cum mission fVttfiienu 
Romano Hrodic 

Within die course of a few days, terror 
bombs exploded in his office, as well at 
rhe offices of British MFP Gan Titles 
inti ihr governor nf the European 
f erirral Bank, Jean-Claude Tndict. Five 
more bombs were also sent m jT racks 
on “EuropeV masters* rhrir war, their 
peace, their repression /and/ their contra/". 
Pohire forces and fnrrrpol are panicking 
m the face o t this oih/j light of a new 
1njjvhj*r Terror , r . Or are they? 
fafhtrt patioc ckunt rhar rite orpunsatinn 
reaponsib/e foi> around 350 members in 
ffiWv An altegedty pan■ European 

.ifHteehtwr titx*ltp 

has been implicated, which also has 
hundreds of members. The Sunday 
Mirror claimed that the anarchist were 
■right-wing fanatics* and 'fascists**. The 
UK Independence Party of all people even 
claimed that the attack* would increase 
unless the EU listened! 4 

This being in Italy, all the information 
deserves another look. Firstly at the 
group supposedly responsible - the 
Informal Anarchist Federation. Apart 
from its obviously ridiculous name, it 
has been concocted to have the same 
acronym a* a real Italian group, the 
Italian Anarchist Federation (FAI), part 
of the International of Anarchist 
Federations. The real TAJ and us British 
sister-group the AF have denounced the 
use of rlicir name attempting to implicate 
them in the arracks, and rhe FAI believe 
that that smacks of police or stare 
provocation. This previously unknown 


group ha* appeared from nowhere, and 
yet already has hundreds of members, 
and the Italian police have already 
managed to find out the names of 250 
of them! 

Secondly, Furo oppoxitiim appears to 
be a bizarre group, based solely in Irak 
w hich wa% founded a few months ago 
with a srrange mixture of anarchist and 
Umnist (!) polities which some Italians 
suspect only has a hn> number ot 
members. Indeed rheir awful website 
nngfif support this suspicion, 

Thirdly, the communique* w hich sounds 
like something out of a refected Holly- 
w ood wripu vumds pretty fishy roo, 
Fourthly the targets arc strange With 
workers everywhere under arrack with 
arracks on pob security, wages and 
pensions, war and imperialism m the 
Middle last. Jc^rrucrroo of civil liberties 
throughout rhe Wcsr arrd thc Contmuaf 
ror P«t ifie tJT riKlir, one would rfmik 
ffiaf ai'iardffiUr* would have fugger fluff 
to fry than some tow-ranking EU 
bureaucrats Especially someone like 
Titlcy, himself an outspoken critic of 
the right-wing Berlusconi government. 
They seem like far mote attractive 
targets to elements of the extreme right. 

Fifthly the method of delivery is 
suspect* Anarchism always stresses 
respect for human life and dignity, but 
letter bombs c m kill and maim 
indiscriminately, ami most often harm 
secretarial or postal workers. In 
addition, the bomb sent to Pmdi was 
concealed inside a book w ritten by 
Gabriele D'Annunzio, an Italian lascist, 
and never ,1 great friend of libertarians, 
Finally rhe biggest cause for scepticism 
in this case is the history of the Italian 
State itvell In the 1970s and '80s support 
for revolutionary ideas was high, and a 
powerful workers* movement was 
threatening the continuation of 


capitalism. Elements ol the security 
services, often after infiltrating fascist 
cells, carried out terrorist attacks and 
rhert blamed cither anarchists or the 
Left. This find the double bonus for 
them of justifying further repression 
and also discrediting revolutionaries. 
Dario fa* c pl.iv Accidental Death of an 
Anarchist made famous the example of 
the bombing nf a hank in Milan which 
killed thirteen was followed by wide¬ 
spread arrests of radicals* including the 
anarchist railwayman and secretary of 
rhe ABt * Gtuscppc Pmdjj who was 
thrown out til the police sraritin window 
and kilted. Tears later three fascists 
w r ere convicted of rhe original attack. 
The worst atrocity ol this Strategy of 
Tension/ as it was called, was Italy's 
worst terra rot attack in Bologna railway 
station, which killed If.* -irid wounded 
hundreds Carried our by fascists, bigh- 
/m liking .Secret Service offrvmfc were 
.list* tmpheured, .i frIWugh their crmvfc- 

rions were overturned Inter m court. 

Although tile Strategy of Tension is 
over, state provocation and repression 
in Italy has continued!. In 1997 letter 
bombs in Milan were used as an excuse 
to raid social centres and squats and 
make sweeping arrests. Other phoney 
bombs were used to justify extreme 
police brutality during the demonstrations 
against the G8 Summit in Genoa, 2Df)L 
Since Genoa the Italian State has 
unleashed a new 1 wave of repression on 
dissent, from banning criticism on 
Berlusconi on State media to rounding 
up large numbers of anarchists. Since 
these letter bombs police forces from 
across the FU have begun to set up a 
humpc-wide a of i'anarchist task force. 
Plans to do rhis could easily he a reason 
for orchestra ring attacks. 

Despite all this it is of a mrse a 
possibility that these attacks .went 


KILROY-SILK: MUPPET 


K tlroy-Silk's article on Arabs was 
racist for the simple reason he 
talked about 'Arabs' as a people 
father than rhe states they arc subjects 
of or a handful of members til that 
people who practice horrible beliefs. 

You simply have to have even a basic 
Rfasp of history to know' that Arabs 
have am to bu led fat more ro 'civilisation 
fhin rht nothing he claim* they did. 

Fur cximple, there is civilisation itself, 
Not in mcfirnm important contributions 
111 "WfflOmy, mathrmarics, 
mtdicine, architecture, and other brandies 
of luflnee for tfovt rn 4 rui Urn mum, Then 
'here mv rhecotnnhimoiH to pro*. poetpy, 
Jnd P^^phy.OrvmiArjdaluu,! and 
vr -mu of tiki Mum hcaufrfol archnccrurc 

m ■ r,ipc im Hl wmmi the irrigation 

tynanti. 


I The very fact he refused m stand by 
| his article and apologised for it shows 
| lie knew ir was nonsense. If be meant ro 
say that Arab states are despotic, treat 
women abominably and so on, then 
why did he not sav so to hegm with? 
These are facts and have nothing to do 
with 'Arabs* as a people. But he did nor 
mean to say that, as is obvious front his 
racist article. 

1 imvever, rhe calls to fire him are 
wrong, You do nm fight bigotry by 
sweeping it under rhe carpet. Far better 
to expose it to the Withering light nf 
informed ddhate and discussion. The best 
solution to Kilrny Silk would he for him 
to defend liiv nonsense m from of an 
audience lull of experts oQ Arab culture, 
history arid lif* Faced with that* he may 
prefer to resign than be publicly Inimili.iicd. 


Similarly, those papers who accuse 
kilroy-Silk of racism should simply 
show why he b so obviously full of 
shit. Ridicule is far more effect than 
authoritarian measures, particularly as 
the latter will always backfire on those 
who propose it. Giving employer* the 
right to fire someone who makes 
political remarks ts hardly clever. After 
all, what would stop them using that 
power against, say, revolutionary 

workers? The history of giving the 
pollci* extra powers to combat rhe 
threat ol fascism has always seen rhose 
laws used against antHmist*. 

►► 

Kids in solitary, page 2 


Italian state repression at trie G8 summit in Genoa. 2001 


carried run by genuine anarchists, albeit 
ones divorced from the mainstream 
movement who thought ntithing of 
implicating another group for their 
actions. But still it always pays to 
maintain a healthy scepticism of the 
mainstream media, especially where 
anarchists a rc involved. 


Notes 

E San day Mimnr, I tdi jjiuurv 2 P(M 
1 . New Scorjim.ui, 6th January 2804 

3. hrrpr/Avwworu roppcmzi one.orK 

4. Anarchist Kbcl Crow 

5. For higbb detailed into on the Strategy ot 
Tetision, check out hffp://dag.biaE.krned,rretJ' 
rest il ti'firceca rt h/fc 1 hj( v.hnnl 


Does that mean libertarians say we 
must tolerate racism? No, far from it. 
We s,iv we must comb.it it with direct 
action. People who work with racists 
should expose their ideas to ridicule. 
They should shun them wherever 
possible, preferably collectively. Workers 
in Kilrov-Stlk s show could refuse to 
work with him, for example. 

Ultimately, the only wav ineffectively 
combat racism is to combat ignorance 
and that can only he done from the 
hi atom-up. While this may take longer 
than suite action, tc will be far more 
effective as ti will gel to the root of the 

Respeci Coalmen, page 3 
Pete Turner obituary, page 4 


problem. Suite action will nisi sweep it 
under the carpet to fester and grow It 
will create the appearance that idiots 
like Kdrov-Silk are a persecuted 
minority, so allowing real persecuted 
mmuriiiey to be ignored. It will also 
give the state and bosses even more 
power to determine what can and 
cannot he said, 

Finally, it dors seem hypocritical for 
the British state to say its bad to insult 
Arabs when it s more* than happy to bomb 
and invade their euuntnev Obviously 
killing Arabs is much more acceptable 
than ignorantly slandering them. 

Immigration controls. pa$e 5 
Reviews, pa&e 7 
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Anarchism 

Anarch i*t* work «wardv A soviet* of 
miinuf iml vuhmury co-operation 

Wc rrjeer ill government ,imJ ceonomi*. 
reprewinn. 

FYrrdnm Prc’M 1 ' III imfepMidenl 
anarchist publisher, Besides this 
newspaper; which comes out even two 
week>, wr produce Jnmk* <>u ill aspects 
*J| .1 fill refill ihfun and pratmc 
fn uur builJjiiK in Whitechapel we run 
Britain V Biggest anarchist HroLvhup and 
host j social ventre and meeting vp,ur, 
the Autonomy Club* WVVc currvfltlv 
Jndupmg opcn-iicces* rr provision for 
activnf* i*j use 
Our arm is m explain anarchism more 
Mjiidy anJ to show that human freedom 
t ,in finlj thrive when rhr imtinitiDfis of 
state and capital have f»ecti aMrehed. 

Freedom V edirurs wish to present a 
broad range ■ *f an arc hist t fi might, and 
4 * such the slews exported in the 
paper are those at rfir indn idual 
contributor* and mar necessarily those 
of ihr editorial collective. 


Corrections 


In Ithh Januan issue, we forgot to update 
i hr next issue' inform an on cm page 2. 

On page * the strike report headlined 
’On the picket line 1 conflated St Helena 
School in Cukhrsict, where 300 students 
walked out of lessons m December. and 
the island of St Helena in the Atlantic, 
where there are probably fewer than 
100 srudents of an> age. 

On page 4 the article entitled ‘TroprL.il 
Bhnmnv was wrong to say that four 
dissidents had been expelled from the 
Branlt.m Congress. They remain active 
is it and are discussing the possibility 
of launching a new political party there 
They were thrown out of something, 
however - I ulav own Workers* Pam 


Leave those kids alone 
■Pbruprivc' children who won't bow 
down tr. the screws* authority in vouth 
prisons are put m solitary oonfmemcilt 
- thrown naked (became apparently 
bailing ■‘threatens the childV *ateh "11 
into illegal ‘strip trlN 1 with no light, 
ventilation, furniture at sanitation, 
where they are forced lu use the floor 
as a ttitftfi. Ovcr the ta*r year more Hum 
a hundred children w ere sent to these 
cells for period* '«! up it 1 five days each, 
flic j Inward League for Ihrniil Reform 
is investigating an allegation that two 
young offenders were kept in solitary 
txJpfinemem lor more than a year. 

Prison reformers said rhai "you have 
to treat children with decency you 
want them to change then behaviour. 
Thiv barbaric practice must snip" and 
expressed horror that it was so 
widespread. New figures re leaved hi | 

the Home Office show that the cells 
have been used systematically over the 
List year, despite bureaucratic lie*, that 
they were used in fust on* institution. 
’Special cells' were (officially) used I ST 
nines at youth prisons across the 
country. Top ul the list is Hunrenromh: 
m Oxfordshire, where they were used 
46 rimes* followed bv Pelrham in west 
London 1 32} .md Lancaster Farms (27). 

judges and politicians spouted 
platitudes otv the matter - it s lawful to 
separate children lor shun periods but 
they diould be treated humanely* the 
celk ur tr used only m extreme 
circumstances and not punish meats - 
bur in practice prison gene mors and 
officers will Jo whatever they want, 
whenever they can get away with it, 


LISTINGS 


which IV mast of the time And solitary 
Kclb provide a convenient method of 
frightening, punishing and degrading 
inmate* to make them easier to umtrol. 

Breaking free 

More than eighty prisoners went on the 
nm from l cyhill prison m 
(. 1 1 m tester Jure fast year, the jwil from 
Which Ruddy McLean escaped The 
prison near Bristol houses about 

4so.arcs* all of w hom should be 

Category D - low-risk offenders. 

New figures show that 82 Inmates 
absconded from the low security prison 
m one year. Of these, nineteen are still 
on rhe run While prison escape** can be 
dramatic - last summer 1 lit(Wd l lobhs. 
4 L a violent professional criminal, 
escaped from 4 prison van which w.is 
ambushed Ire two armed men - most 
inmates simply walk our of (ail. 2002 
was a record year for prison escapes - 
good luck to all the fugitives! 864 
escaped* of which 203 were from young 
offenders' establishments and fourteen 
from women's prisons. Sadly the 
number of women escaping has been 
dramatically reduced in recent years 


Prisoner Support: what you can do 

Adopt a prisoner: If you're active in a 
group or campaign why not choose one 
or two prisoners to consistently 
support. Pass cards round meetings, 
send useful stuff, knock up a Hypuster 
.md get their case some publicity if they 
could use ii. gel in touch with the 
prisoner’s support group if there is one 
Of course you can Lake this f>ri as an 
individual, too. 


Writing to prisoners / sending Hungs: 
Prison is isolation* so contact with the 
outside world, retting a prisoner know 
s/he IS oof forgotten, helps break this 
down Sometimes |iivi a fritodlv card 
L ,,n home their morale. Writing for the 
first rjinr to a complete stranger can be 
awkward. A card with some well 
wishes. :i bit about who you are and 
asking what you can do to help is often 
enough, f Jo n't expect prisoners to write 
hack. Sometimes, the number of letters 
they can reccive/wnte is restricted, or 
they insf might not be very good a 
writing back. To help, include a couple 
of stamps or, if writing abroad, 
International Reply Coupons flRCs) 
that you can get from any post office. 
Write on dean paper and don’t re use 
envelopes- Remember a ref urn address, 
also on the envelope* Ask what the 
prisoner can have sem to rhem, as rhis 
varies from prison to prison. Books and 
pamphlet* usually have to be sene from 
.i recognised dismbutor/bookshop/ 
publisher (ask at a friendly bookshop). 
Tapes, videos, writing puds, zincs,, 
toiletries and postal orders are some of 
the things you might be able to send. 
Food j use gets eaten, by screws. 

Remember that all letters arc opened 
and Linked through so don't write stuff 
that could endanger anyone - tins 
doesn't mean you should be over 
paranoid and write one meaningless 
comment on the weather after the 
ocher, fkr prepared to share a Ini of 
your life to brighten up someone's on 
the inside. For example, eve received a 
letter from Hetman Wallace, after 
sending him a card from the group. 


Freedom Online 

\s some of you may have noticed, the 
Freedom; website is up and running at 
www lrcalomprtrsv.iiitg.uk. Et re 
constantly being upgraded, and now 
has links to selected Freedom stones 
from each issue which arc then archived. 
Wc would particularly like to set up an 
online store m the near future, If you 
think mu would be able to help out 
rm.ol u> at wtb^frecdf>inppttfsvtjrg,ilk. 

freedom web team 

Circulation 

Wc would like to increase the readership 
oi Freedom, and an important pin of 
this is gtittng better circulation. |f you 
would (ike to help by selling Freedom 
or asking bookshops, libraries sir 
newsagents to stock it please write to 
its or email cta^ f r ctd umpress .org, uk 

Next issue 

l on rri hut juris are wanted lor future 
Freedoms. The floti issue will |>e dared 
7fh February 20(14 and the lost d,»> for 
string tP >py tl# 0V tVi || |,e Thursday 
2^fh January. Vou can sc ( ,j article*/ 
letters to us ai I rccdumCopyfcauLom 
or by sn.ol mail 10 H4h Whtfrehjipel 
High Street, London f f 7(^X. 

ff you are irtfercttwf m writing 
regularly for Freedom we want to hear 
from you? 


Sf ad ford 

6th February Bene hr for the l in 12 
Library. It’s an eclectic bibthorek 
discorek with cocktails, raffle, pasties, 
and cake. di*co, punk, funk, northern 
wiul. whatever you fancy... £.V£4 tin 
the door, 4pm at the tin 12 C lub, 2) 23 
Album Street 

Bristol 

26th Januarv Bristol Imlymedui Film 
Night, with shore tilrns- from Easton 
CeiiTimumry Association, Dcarhyucker 
Records and j sdcocton of other 
Indy media short films. The mam 
feature is The Fourth Wndd War, 
powerful stulf and the first screening *n 
Bristol The C ube Cmcma, 7.30pm, 
LV£2 

Glasgow 

26th January Glasgow Autonomous 
iVoiect to set up a ujctal ami re at 
-30pm m Mono, 12 Rings Court, King 
Sireet in the city centre, just across 
from The I 3th Note Cafe 

London 

22rtd January Discussion meeting on 
workpLiu' struggles, organised by 
londrtn Af and uther anarchists. From 
2pm at the Antinomy C lub, S4|v 
| Wfblahapel High Street. L.I 
26th January Lntilm Earili First! 
Meetttig, 7, TUpin in (hi Aufunorny 
I bil. .ii Lreedom* 84b Whitechapel 
High St/ct'l, I I 


27th January Residents groupsr 
rcvolnrumary or reacfmtiaryh 
organised by Haringey Solidarity 
Group, from "pm to 9pm at the 
Pliuemx Millenium Centre, West Green 
Road [entrance in Vvnctmr Road) 

27th January Indie Spin present The 
High Priests of Hell plus guest* at The 
Rhythm Factory, 16-18 Whitechapel 
Road, El, from 8pm til lattf. 

3(hh January \n evening to report back 
from the World Summit of In formation 
Society in Geneva and the We Scute 
media democracy initiative, and to 
discuss further aetomes iri the Held of 
com mument tore rights* Lime house 
Town I fall, 646 Commercial Road, 

7pm 

3Kt January Indypttdta Lcmdi.m 
Convergence Lom!on-bnscd media 
workers, artists, techies, LH VTts, 
producer*, writers, culture jammer^ and 
mischief-maker* meet for a chat about 
the concept of an Indy media London 
project. For location info contact 
tme *11 k -ton t .ic t^Jis t c. i nd y tit ed i a.(i rg 
I very Wednesday the LARC Library 
tmio Ipm at 62 Flddgate Street, El. 

Manchester 

24th January Northern Anarchist 
Network Conference at Bridge 3 Mill 
(rout |Uam to 5pm. Ciinuu UM22 
8423 S8 for more mki 

Powys 

Mil, Februnry ch,diming Milliarlim 


in Wales, a day organised bv Cyticfm y 
VVerin / Ciomimm Grouml, so groups 
and activist across Wales can meet to 
share ideas, co-ordinate actions and 
develop campaigns, From ICLjOam to 
4Jflpmai the Methodist Church Hall, 
Back Lane, Newtown 

South Yorkshire 

31st January No Borders Noise L3emo 
at rhe Lindholme Refugee Detention 
Centre. Meet ar 12 noon, Tyrham Halt 
Hotel on the A&M south nf Hatbdd 
Wood house 

World 

March Rth International Womens' Day 
event - a special in forma non and 
discussion website has been set up at 
www.e n ra gcr. ne t/m8 

Groups 

Anarchist Federation 

cAi 84h Whitcehapcl High Street, 

London F.l 7QX 

wwvv, a ted .or g, u k 

1 law War Federation 

FO Bov 46^, Lon drift FH 3 QX 

www.e I ass war, org 

Industrial Workers oi the World 

FH Bax '4, Brighton, BN I 4/Q 

vvwvv.twvv.org.uk 

Solidarity Fedcratmn 

i'O Box 4hV, Fresbm PR I 8FX 

w w h . si 1 1 lei I .org.uk 

Pew derails of iirmllci and local Komi's 
KCC w vv W. et it age r, net /h t n, i m 



He sap: "It quite essential that l 
take our a moment to express my 
gratitude to all the wonderful folk who 
senr me so much love He support in this 
one card ... Thank yon. Right now* in 
spite of my repressive condition you 
guys have made me feel greatf* 

Protest letters: Petitioning Tony Blair 
asking him to >top being a capitalist 
bastard might well he futile. Bui writing 
letters to relevant places requesting 
something realistic such as an appeal, 
transfer, vegan food etc on behalf of a 
prisoner can help improve their 
chances. Prisoners who seem to be'm 
rile public eye' do tend to he treated 
better. 

Other support; There re so much more 
than cun he done, up ro you and your 

imagination and vour ctunutt with ,i 
prisoner, such .is: publici tv for the case, 
visire, financial support, pickets of 
prisons ... 

For more information contact the Brighton 
Anarchist Black Cross ww* bnghtonabc orgM 


Social Centres 

Autonomous Centre of Edinburgh 

(ACE) 

17 West Montgomery Place, Edinburgh 
w vv w. auron omous.urg.uk 
I be Cowley Club 

12 London Road, Brighton RN1 4JA 

w w \\. l ow I eye lub. o rg* u k 
Freedom 

84h Whitehfipcl High Street, London El 
Kebt4e 

14 Robertson Road, Easton v Bristol 

BS5 6j\’ 
www,kcbde,org 

Lancaster Resource Centre (LlRC) 

I he Basement, 7H,i Penny Street, 
Lineastcr 

vv \v w.ecosi ft u ni.org/lai if a st er 
l on don Action Resource Centre 
(LARC) 

n2 Fie Id gate Street, London tl 
wwwJimdomire.org 
SUMAC Centre 

24> Gladstone Street, Nottingham 
NG7 6HX 

w ww. v eggi es. urg.uk It a i 11 tn i w t 
LNe Your Loaf 

12 Dept bird High Srrrei, 1 ondon SI S 
w w vv.s q u a i. I rrese r vc.Cti* M 
uMcyourbti.htini 
l in 1 1 1 lub 

21 2J Mbitm Street- Bntdlord, West 
VorUhire, RDI 2H 

www, Ini I 2 ,loui 
S ty.i Intoshop 

' Rt Vtv.i, si 1' 

ww w s.iieti \ .it.oigi ^oa ! 




































Nuff respect? 


Is the SWP’s latest attempt to ‘get down with the kids making 
history or just repeating it, asks our Left correspondent 


T he SoL'ifftm Worker Party\ larrst 

jjvrrnurr in front group* and 

electoral politic* sira the demise 

of rhe SA is (he re-creation of rhr KUt 
l ncit *i» in unhuh alliance with such 
typo Crcnrgo Mon hint and GjIJowjv 
( see Power Mad* Freedom - Or h 
December i \W .it Freedom don't think 
rht-> VI be efifectiire enough to crioh 
Carbolic cemoiiiniuc* in the six counties 
but they'd probably cud up doing it it 
rhf> got mm power (as well as working 
people everywhere). Whv the SWP has* 
an okminn with naming it* electoral 

carrels after various lastist^rt^t-wing 
organisations sve don't know, hut wc do 
know they haven't learned the lesson* 
of the past ««, 


Karl Mara uncc wrote that history 
repealed itself, first rime as tragedy, 
second rime a* farce. The left m Britain 
seem intent cm proving him rijeht. Row 
else can we explain the attempt* to 
cTrure yet another new p.irfy to 

challenge New l~*t**" d* poffc? 

It is /ike has been decreed . 1 * 
year zero for Marxists. The history at 
the labour movement ts happily ignored 
while the SWF arid assorted other sexes 
repeat the tactics which worked <o 
u usurer vsfuhv in the past. Rian drd not 
appear from nowhere. He is |u*t the 
latest m .1 long line of Labour politicians 
who, upon gaining office in the capitalist 
state, promo red capitalist policies. 

This is not surprising. The state is the 
instrument by which minority classes 
use to maintain their power and 
privileges. It can never used to destroy 
i hem. What ia surprising is that Marxist* 
seem to forget this, urging iis to vote 
for radical* at election time and get 
outraged when they defend the interests 
of the few rather than the many. 


0 Marx out of 10 
This is* of course, not the first time 
Marxists have urged u> to the pdk 
Marx himsdl argued working class to 
take part in hiiurgent* election* and 
institution*. The net effect was simple 
to prove bis anarclust opponents right. 
The 'revolutionary' Social Democratic 
Parties across the world quickly became 
bureaucratic, top-down and opportunist. 
Revolutionary rhetoric simply disguised 
a deeply reformist practice. When the 
First World War broke out, the bourgeois 
chickens came home to roost in rhe 
"JOCtalttt' parties - across rhe globe, the 
'socialists* supported their ruling cJa&s 
in the conflict. 

Out hundred years later* the German 
Greens followed the some path. They 
too argued for cfocfioncermg combined 
with direct action. Unsurprisingly, they 
arrived in the same destination. They 
Ixx j me spill i>ti ween a small group 
who argued fur principle* and a majority 
who adiuited to the realities of power. 

Dir unit* sad ivory of opportunism, 
bureaucracy and betrayal exaerfy the 
umc fart that has befallen LuJa tn Hra/il 
ami radicals rltcwhtfr who rhoughr ibat 
then 1 ideas made them immune to the 


realities of the tactic* of 
parliamertra na n i $m< 

Anarchist* were not surprised by this 
We accurately predicted this outcome of 
socialist lactic*. What we did not 
predict was rhe stubborn persistence of 
’scientific’ cuoabsrs in ignoring the 
evidence of history. You would ihmk 
that Liver a hundred sear* of using i 
tactic which doe* not work would 
make iheto think twice about it but no, 
They want io prove Marx right, even it 
is only by providing thr 'force'. 


An alternative 

Today, just user a hundred years since 
the formation of the Labour Party, we 
have a choice. Do we repeat the mistakes 
of the past or Jo we learn the lesson* of 
history? Is there an alternative? 

Yes ~ direct action, solidanry and 
self-management. We think that only 
working class control of their own 
struggle* can create working da** 

/ control ot *ociriv. Phi* mean* pursuing 
a policy of extra? pa Hi amenta r fan 
struggle It mean* vs aging the class war 
using fed^rarioft* of community and 
workplace assemblies. 

Anarchist* look ro the basic mass 
meeting of workers at their place of 
work and people m their neighbourhoods 
ax the foundation of organisation and 
the source of labour's power. These 
meetings are co-ordmated by means ol 
federation* of elected, mandated and 
recallable deltgjre*. Unlike the parliamen¬ 
tarian. the delegate must carry our the 
Wishes of their elector* otherwise they 
arc kicked out and replaced bv someone 
who will obey’ the people, This is 
organisation from the bottom upwards. 

Through direct actum* people create, 
conduct* organise and manage their 
own struggle. \K*t do not handover to 
others our task of self-liberation. We 
become used to managing our own 
affairs creating alternative, libertarian* 
form* ot social organisation w hich can 
become a force to resist the state and 
the bosses and win reforms. It creates 
organs of self-activity which, to use 
lkikumn‘s words, are “creating not only 
the ideas bur also die faers ol the future 
itself,” Workers' control of struggle is 
the only way that workers' control ot 
their own lives and society becomes a 
possibility. And ir builds the organisations 
that can achieve it - popular assemblies, 
workers' councils, factory committees, 
and so on. 

Unlike Marxist calk for a new electoral 
activity. The idea that socialists standing 
for elections somehow prepares lor 
revolution is simply wrong it only 
prepares people for fallowing leader*. It 
docs not encourage the self-activity, self* 
organisation, direct action and mass 
struggle required lor a social revolution* 
fherc is nothing mure isolated* atomised 
and individualistic than voting, k is the 
au oi one person m a closer by them- 
selves Voting creates tlo alternative 
organs of working ditti power. And 
Marxists slander ansrehtm a» being 
‘mdieiiiuuli.stH'f 



Respect Unity Coalition canvassing team in action 


What of the right? Will arm-parhanfenn 
a nan km lei them in? As Blair shows, 
electing the iesscr evil docs nor work, 
Wc need to organise hi our communities 
and workplaces. That is where our 
power lies* that is where we can create 
a real alternative. Unlike politicians, the 
mass of the population can nor be 
bought off and ii they are willing and 
able fo resisr rhen they can become a 
power second to none. By creating a 
nerwork of self-unwaged community 
and workplace organisations we can 
impose by Jirccr action that which 
politicians can never give us from 
Parliament And only such a movement 
can stop the attacks upon us by whoever 
gets into office, A government (left or 
tight i which faces a mass movement 
based upon direct action and solidarity 
will always think twice before making 
unjust decisions. 


Anarchists sec the framework of an 
anarchist society* coming from the class 
struggle and the process of revolution 
itself. Anarchy is not a jump in to the 
dark but rather a natural development 
of the struggle for freedom under 
capitalism. It will he created from below 
up bv as working class people start to 
resist oppression and exploitation, The 
class struggle transforms those involved 
as well as society and creates* rhe 
organisational structure and people 
required lor a libertarian society. 

With that in mind, our alternatives 
are tooting in building the real organs 
o| working class power m the here and 
now. That means encouraging a rank 
and file movement based on the spirit 
ol the wildcat. Ii means promoting the 
idea oi strikers' Assemblies* .is [he decision¬ 
making bodies m industrial disputes 
rather than relying on lefT-wing' leaders 


to acr for us. It means creating a network 
of militants who put the needs of the 
struggle above the recruiting needs of 
their party or vote gathering, It means 
investing the resources, time and energy 
wasted m supporting political parties tn 
building a labour movement run bv and 
for its member*. Rather than voting a 
someone to misrepresent us every four 
years* wc should be creating community 
organisations which allow people to put 
real pressure on the state all the rime. The 
anti-poll tax unions of the early '^0* and 
the assemblies in Argentina and of the 
Zapatista* today show what is possible. 

Building the new world while fighting 
this one will be much harder than 
electioneering and letting a few leaders 
act for us. But it is worth n. Do we really 
want to look back in a few decades time 
wondering why rhe new' party of labour 
has become as bad as the old one? 


Fighting back 


Street fighting man 

W orking class hero Sieve Bellingham 
was arrested this week for attacking his 
h*al MP. Sir Teddy Taylor* Ton Member 
ot Parliament tor Youthend, was shopping 
m the town centre lor a kilt. Steve 
recognised him and while punching bun 
m the mouth yelled "h\ all your fault. 
Ynu'vc ruined this town.” Sadi* some 
pacsrrvby pulled him off. Freedom 
would like to applaud hi* brave deed, 
and hopes that he beats the case ogjiirm 
him for ARH, 


Dublin airport chaos 
Flight* mu of Dublin Airport could Lice 
disruption within two weeks utter trade 
unions voted for industrial action. Around 
- **0 members ol SIFTU* the country's 
l.trgi%t union, mandated their leader* ro 
prepare a campaign of strike action lo 
disrupt Ireland's presidency <,f t ht LU. 

I In threat cued industrial aukm is dn- 
latest move m a campaign of resinance 
to government plarts m break up the 
state-owned operator ol Ireland's thrve 
mam <iirp»rii. Act Riama 


Bus drivers* strike vole in Cumbru 
Bu> driver* m Cumbria are to be Mhm 
■ibout strike action in a di*piu c over pa 
h touk - after l.iIU between bus exmipai 
Magecoach j,u) rhe HAVf broke 
down. The m drivers, will now be 
balloted over industrial .ution and tr 
thev decide to go ahead it could hn 
services across the county. ITetr k ,my 
dui drivers in Carlisle have Kvu oitris 
4 U 'W* m ihaii their ^league, 
vl^where m t ,.„,lxru Kx .luse ol a 
v^rugc ot Mail m the env 










































Obituary 


A lifetime of struggle 


Former Freedom industrial editor loses Ins.battle " lth asbestosis 
Pete Turner, 1st May 1935 to 24th December 2 


t -| C Turner was. like Arthur 
Mm vc wEn djrd i^vf 
rjrc working efare aii.irclmi 
mp A st'Hrft LcmJoncr, wjui 

served an apprenticeship as 

l i carpenter, toiled m eJit,- 

buil d mg industry for the 
whole of hiv itorkrng life 4nd duJ » mm 

rebefrnvis during lire retirement. He 
j inih *wtec man and was 
ryjiN^l and fining, that hr should have 
a trended Arthur * erwnadon even 
(feomsh. hr wa* wheelchair-hound and 
breathing vu ;m oxygen blinder. When 
r visited him (tur the Lrec rime as u v 
turned trot) at his home in 
Hammersmith at the end of June hr 
could no longer walk and I feared, anti 
hr knew, ihat hr wa**m the way out. It 
could !x- sex month* I thought. 

IVte’v unflagging political drive centred 
on trade union aatviim and, again like 
Arthur. he was far more rnfcranr • *f rhe 
tefmtn of fnv fri/ow acririses than Ntn 
more jm fiuddfr-cl.r-* .uviruhret comrades 
vvj ju-fcf have hern. His overtness, as 
exemplified hr hit ready stndc and 
genuine interest m other people, made 
him trreiimbfe to men and women and 
be was able to avoid* hi and large* the 
rmtorious feud* and fall-outs, which 
bedevil pam of the anarchist movement. 


Hiv own anarchism, however, was twk 
wteady. Hiv tolerance didn't extend to Inm 
vhiliiiig hre own ground and he rigorously 
applied hi* be I Sets l*> has own life 
He lived hwnbh hut expcmsfveJ)* loved 
( 3*2 and film, wax widely read and 
somehow travelled widely- I te was 
married once, no children of hi* mvn 
but loving lather to yrcpwhildren, and 
had many dtftt- women friends for 
whom he wav a marvellously gifted self 
appointed grandfather to then children. 
When he stayed with us a couple of 
year* ago our two boys took to him af 
orwar. However, when we all went oul 
cycling together* IVtr. to his own shame 
and chagrin* had to give up after » 
couple of hundred yards- because he 
couldn’t breathe. He d always been a 
cyclist and trussed it terribly. He'd 
showed me an album full oI his cycling 
photographs and there was \ a year old 
JVie, neat and petite, competing tut his 
hand hudr racing, cycle with his readv 
smile already working its magic* 

I first encountered him in the '60s 
when fie was Freedom \ ‘industrial 
editor’. In those days Freedom had a 
mast head on its back page as well as itv 
front, so IHnt it could be sold at factory 
gates with the back page displayed. 

This page featured dilutes, strikes* lock- 


niits. work-im and amrmu.illy made 
rhe vase for worker's control. It wav 
pere who pur the back rage together 
and hre integrity and absolute reliability 
shone from it, 

I forget how. wc first met but our 
shared mtcrcvt m. among other thing*, 
cycling* lint, and rhe writing* of 
William Morris* made friendship easy. 
Mostly we met nit dcnms, a ltd always 1 
on May Days- He was, active on the 
Hammersmith Trade* {.mined und rM 
the Pensioners Movement until the last 
and there wai an inextinguishable 
xpark of optimism in his nature which, 
whether you shared it or not, was part 
of his sweet appeal. 

His women If lends helped and 
supported him to the end and his dear 
friend Pam, who lived nearby, w as a 
tower of strength. Their friendship Was 
typical nt all his frienddups they crossed 
pofincai, social and filmed divide, were- 
a source of endless delight and were 
imsha keablr. 

Actually, that will do ha a memorial 
lor Petr; he was unshakcable. I'm shaken, 
though, He woi a dear friend, a genuinely 
good bloke, and a credit to his anarchist 
beliefs. Hell he keenly missed by me 
and many 



-xoEJl EM^orimv 

Pete Turner digging for coal outside the Millennium Dome on 9th May 
1999. as part of a demonstration to draw attention to the stupidity of 
the dome and t he colossal waste of money involved, as well as drawing 
attention to the campaign against opencast mines 


He will be missed by many 


Pete was 3 loy al contributor to Anarchy 
in the 1960** and, as l need to pui in 
biographical notes, I can tell you rhiii 
"Pcur Turner* burn 1933 at Biitmca* 
is a carpenter, an Almalgamared Society 
ill Wot*]worker* (ASWt steward, and a 
member of the from m litre of 1U(1" 

Hr was always .1 oippnrtivr friend r« i 
me At meetings - ai the 'off-centre' 
meeting* of Freedom Pfcvi supporter* 
at their homes m London m the l%tre, 
when he would always show up .it mine 
tn Fulham, and I remember how at the 
tfircrday celebration of William Morris 
tir the VficA Museum in June (996* ht 
turned up to support my arguments 
agairtw the academics. And when Freedom 
Prrsv moved hastily from Hulborn m 
Fulham in 1960 he was very tolerant of 
my improvised tarpeutry. 

F.vcrr 11 urtmg wrrll him w.re an excuse 
for (okes and merriment. I can also 
f number how, m flic- dying days r»f the 
Grenier Londofi (.uunal* I had wmu 
unfinished busrnr» At Oumry B&M on 
'hr Vmfli Kink, which Wits like *tn empty 
mauMdenm, when f met Pktr, \triding 
drewn a sorndur after vreitring 1 k-tter 
ib ,il for hik lei low union mrjuhrfs who 
bad wiulrd for the * ,t t 

Colin Ward 

to'Miltrfe (VHI6 Jfli i ‘vfrj (Vfr in,A I 

pan m many -ursaU 4mf lar^r db«mmrra \ 


Turns against local, natiottal, and 
iniemariiJii.il in justices. He musr have 
taken in pare 111 most of the peace 
inarches ami the many CND and other 
dctncnstmtioris against wars and nuclear 
weapons. He wav ver> involved in the 
suLXrsshj) ftght to get t he TLft to celebrate 
Mayday on Mayday 
Even as recently as last summer hr 
was seen im marches, in .1 wheelchair, 
wjsmiofrd by a brace of oxygen cylinders, 
being pushed by one of lire many willing 
friends and colleagues. In better times 

fie was often seen carrying on pole of 
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P«te hituat (left) dt (tie Free 
V.jdiunu vigil field at the Israeli 
Embassy- ori ??rid Docetnlwr 2001 I 


the Wtllram Morris banner. 

I knew him well over many years and 
visited him quite often in his fast 
months; indeed we had i gathering m 
his ll;u the mghr before died. He never 
complained; he never riled against Ins 
illness or hre late* despite wh.it must 
have been difficult time for him over 
the last weeks and months. He retained 
hi* marvellous and sweet disposition ro 
rhe very end. 

Piitc was always a pleasure, to work 
with. He was indeed a special person 
and it w.ix a privilege to have known 
bun a> a true friend and an enduring 
colleague and campaigner. 

Fie had been once married He had 
nil children, He ha* tme sister that is 
Mill alive. 

Li nest ft o dike r 

Pete Tunnel died m thnsmu* Eve 2001 , 
aiict a lung tight agmnit asbestosis. 
Several of ire had been with hntv. having 
a seasonal gtr logether* ibioughmit the 
evening of 2 lrd llrtembcr and the List 
lew le It slu mb kb ire midnight I tie 
fijul seemed in very good sptrits inwartk 
the rod of the evening. It re pnsstbli 
th*u lu died rally- on t hrisima* Eve not 
long niter the last Jew left In-, fro 
hie had icver.if miriest* itfriuighmt 
hi* fdiTmtr; hre mam uumimnimi w.re 
io liw trade muon movrnieiM and to 


workers in xmiggle I k truly uudenTtmd 
rhe meaning of solidarity. He has been 
a strong campaigner over the years lor 
workers' health and safety, mdtiding 
the long struggle against ashesios. His 
ft mi priority while hr wa* xcmtarv of 
thr Trade* Council was always the 
trades council. While he was steward 
and convenor he was lulls committed 
to his member*. Fete a I wav* put hre 
trade union interest* first* Be w as a 
strong adherent William Mortis' 
socialist principles and the intertwining 
of ,m and work. In hre work as a 



t>y No Ooencwt a( tfw Mitlsnnlun 
Dome on 9!h M#y 199U 


carpenter lie was an Eirtist birtwclfr He 

atirmred many sorts ul art and bad 
Linked forward to being able to visit 
galIcries afte* hre rcttremeni. Hr never 
realty rctiird. From the rime he began 
to draw hre pensttm at rhe age til 63 be 
was still committed to working selflessly 
[or the trade union movement. It i§ 
mailed that tor smile tune afrer He 
finished hre paiJ work he devoted much 
time and effort as a lay icprcsetiunve 
For members of hi* union* the UMB* 
who bad no tttfWartl in their work place 
This would often mean him yetting 
along io very carlv morning mcetmiss 
whik the re*t of u* uefr still tn bed >*r 
lust srattmg io get read* tut wotk. In 
the past eighteen rm»mhv he ba* 
mcreacingly suite red ftom a*U*t^re* an 
mdusmai disease he c^Tfuclrd many 
year* ngt> in the buikinig >u,1um<v U P 
iinitl lire ilraili be *nniini;eii as secrciaiv 
or the Iradr* ( auzatl* ikkougb 
diicrturating health precrntcvl bint Itvoii 
attending revent mnetmgx 

J know there i* »nu* h num to tv vo i ,| 
about IVu 4tld ilittr tr v maov , v bo 
Ww biro hetter rhau I dij and Inmi a 
J tlfticm fttfipeem* He j man of 
nuttv pane but with getmmr 
ontmiMnumt Ut oUrm dull m.cc 
him very rn\tvb. 

HiimmiHiinnm TimFm Cnutteil hrl^Mn 
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Green and Black Bulletin 

Red zones 


The Wildfire Collective gives a green and 
upcoming No Border actions 


black perspective on 



C orporation* cros* border* 
in search of profit every 
hour o i every day- 1 his 
process hit* become known 
a* globalisation (or neo* 
liberalism! The nmlurutk 
uhe victims of fljbbul 
capital) .‘ft constantly reminded that 
we conooT, and must not. cross border* 
m .earth of hotter llvex. Lrurcad wr are 
forced tit stay and deal with the social, 
cTmnjnmt'*'tiil and ecuUOiHlD rorus^uism 
the torpor aft on* leave behind, when 
they mcwuhly pack up shop rn stirrii 
til nrfirr Stflio with cheaper labour. laser 
tnyironmNirni legislation or * wee ter fax 
ber-iG 

Often there ■* omhrug (Hr for future 
generations ro build upon once these 
jurair* have leir l ocaJ rtf*ounce* lap 
plundered, the /ores!* icvdfcd, fhe mcr* 

polluted and hiked to extinction levels, 
held* poisoned with agrichemicals; j 
barren and deadened landscape. Cultural 
art stripped; diversity replaced with the 
monotone grey of capitalist culture, l he 
tool* gold of Hollywood and the myths 
of the reaJirv'iiiclLi.vtrv repl.itmg the 
vthrarif cofriurfciJ tndifinnv ol before. 
The psychic landscape mirmre rhe depleted 
physical wasteland; suicide, alcohol and 
drug dependency, and abusive relation¬ 
ships permeate the shantytown* and 
cities around the old uiduttnal site*. 


I hose w ho do attempt To escape find 
themselves crimmftlked, risking injury 
.uid death in their desire to live, they 
place their Iwr* in the hands of competitive 
capitalist gang* only to choke in the back 
ot lorries or rot in detention centres. 

1 limevcf. borders are not just lines 
marked on maps, protected for the 
wealthy and trussed by the doperare. 
border* exist everywhere inside the 

enclosure ol capital. For those ot us in 
the advanced west 1 borders arc uni 
always visible, but they alicet us on an 
hourly hasi*. II you can not allot d your 
itu in lair, a border exitt® to your travel. 
II you cannot afford heating, a border 
exist, to your comfort. For those who 
dTtcmpf to ignore these borders, yet 
more borders (prisonsI exasi to column 
rfartTi, Hut all I* not yet Itwu. Cdobally 
people wishing to dismantle the death 
culture are acting to return the world to 
a commons, not lust fur out species 
but for all life. People are smuggled 
through borders, land is lemkcn, and 
food ts produced and shared, 

Unfurl mutely, the people acting art- 
lew m number although many may 
dream the same vision, 19 we are rn 
survive we must break out of the border 
culture, hufiJStmksamm and capital is 
fmnlly pushing nnr planet to its breaking 
point The best estimate* suggest that 
climatic change will wipe our over one 


nullum speocs within ihe ncxi Fifty 
veaix. This isn't just a blow to the 
spec res concerned and a handful ot 
nature lovers'. The cost fur hum am tv is 

hr more Horrifying than limply being 
denied a glimpse ot an endangered 
specie*, external to the confines ol a 
rot*. Amnia!* removed from their 
habitats wall no longer prey on other 
species; diseases kepi in check for 
millennia by ihis natural interplay will 
me unchecked through animal and 
human population* alike. Plague*, 
err .me weai her, lammes ind sw a mis (>i 
biblical proportion will further 
compound tlu- human misery of those 
at the lore front t»f the ecological 
collapse, refugees. 

l ot example, by 2040 rivet* such a* 
the Indus, Ganges and Bramaputra 
which irrigate the farms of the 'Indian 

bread Basket 1 will cease Co flow, the 
glacier* that feed them will have 
disappeared. The rivers w-ill only run if 
and when the rains aunt Iff they come 
at allWh.it will happen to the one 
billion people the river* feed? One 
billion refugees, the potential for 
recuperation by competitive nationalist 
rackers could plunge u* all into a 
resource war of unprecedented level. Or 
at best a nice fat IMF loan? 

Borders also exist rn our rage. The 
revolutions of the past have always been 


postponed; the left has always asked u* l 
to shelve our anger and wait until the j 

material or organisational conditions 
art- right nr to wait bn our class to 
spontaneously arise, 'Come (he glorious 
day, come the glorious day' is all many 
of ui inside the radical milieu have ever 
heard. Ideological formula* will not 
save us. An ecological perspective 
allows anarchists ft timeframe in which 
we must an. Failure to do so is too 

horrible a cost to bear. 

Wc arc anarchist* fighting at the most 
important itincturc in human history; 


we may not have anndiet chance. NKe 
must take nCtkWl now, agaiml indinin.il 

isation, capital and the state. Borders 
arc their obvious physical manifestation. 
On the 31st ol January a global day ot action 
has been called against borders and ift 
support of free movement. For a comprehensive 
fist of actions and groups participating see 
www mlborder.org or www worn foies org.uk or 
belter yei gather a few males and organise 
your own action. For information neganding 
climate change and actions you can lake to 
combat It contact www.nsingude.org uk or youi 
local Earth Firsiersl 


News from the frontline 


Underground direct action totals 
for 2003 

There were *5 dlcgal direct action* taken 
m Ninth America in 2003* an increase 
ui $% over dunned illegal direct action* 
taken in 20U2 Annual liberation uettans 
comprised |u*| under 50%, or P actions, 
while actions were committed fur a 
tornhmatifin ol ecu logical, antfrGMO* 
imi-SUV, .mu development, arm war 
and other reasons 

The Animal LtherntKin I huh in the 
U$ took act inn on eighteen occasions, 
the came number a* in 2CHI2. The Earth 
1 1 fx-ration Front (H F| rook action on 
thirteen cxc.ivipfiy, mirroring the number 
ol actions of 2002. Ocher group* claiming 
action* included the Revoluiion.*r> 

C ell* - Animat JiberfliltiJ) Brigade, 
Direct Action fTinii, The FmgSi and the 
Vegan Dumpster Militia. Several 
u t ion* were additionally daimed hy 
anonymous groups. 

Whai did mueace dr*lit)|fttically iri 
ZOfil wm overall damage toulift* ft 
result of direct agfiori, Ihe ELF alone 
uruvtd upward* ol $»5 fiolhou dollar* in 
damage* in i v neifoi .mu -dev.-lopinau 
arid SW dealer ship anacks thftl captured 
headline* aiiox* North Atuema. Ii is 


tlkclv that damage totaU in 20(13 were 
close to $60 million, though the exact 
figure i* difficult ro determine. 

The following is a list of some of the 
more spectacular animal and earth 
(dated actions carried mit m 2003* 

I-it January - Fric* Pennsylvania (JELTl 
I LF torches Btib Terrando Ford Lincoln 
Mercury Dealership causing $90,000 in 
damage*. Specifically targeted were 
SUV* in the lot. 

25th March 2U03 - Petaluma, California 
(Anonymous) 

Rancho Veal Slaughtcrhuunr sec ablate 
causing $10,000 ui damages Graffiti 
left behind read "stop the killing', 

Vd and 4ih May - Gauiisvtlk\ Florida 
(Anonymous) 

I lurry VUVs and several luxury cars 
damaged with glass eiching MuiJ 

4th June Macomb County, Michigan 
(ELF) 

I I J *rtv tin to two luxury homi ■ in a 
Macomb < ounty hmising .Jcvdopmetu 
m an action again*! urban sprawl- 
Damage* t amiaicd at $700,0(111. 


Hi August - San Diego, California 
l ELF) 

In the largest act of environmental 
sabotage in US history, the ELF claim* 
responsibility for a $50 imltuni (ire m 
San Diego, California, that destroyed 
an unfinished tive story condominium 
complex. 

22rul August - West Covina, California 
lELF) 

Four SUV dealerships attacked causing 
.m estimated $2,5 Milium in damage. 

In West Covina, C alt forma hre Tipped 
Through >m antu dcalerfilup* destroying 
ami damaging several SUVS including 
several Hummer 1T2* A warehouse on 
the site was also destroyed by tvre. 

24 1 h August - Sultan, Washington 
(Animal Liher.iimo Front) 

111,1100 mink were liberated from a fur 
farm on the night of August 24th. 
Damage estimated .it $500,000. 

28th Augu&t Emeryville,! ahtorma 
(Animal I tberation Brigade HI S- 
ftlaU'dj 

Two pipe bomb* evpluded at the offices 
ol C hiron t orpuratuni. cine ol the 


larges! international biotech firms 
located rn the l limed States, According 
to the communique, this action wav 
aimed ai Chiron’s ties to Huntingdon 
I He Sciences. 

19th September - San Diego. California 

(f:le) 

Actum against urban sprawl in the upscale 
Carmel Valley neighbourhood of San 
Diego, torching hnir houses and causing 
an estimated $1 millu»n in damages. 

25 th September - Lint sun a (Animal 
Liberation From) 

An Animal Liberation Front Action at the 
lomvi.ina State Umversity Iiifmlatiort 
loxicoiog) Research Facility did a total 
of $ 300,000 m damages. Fquipmem 
used m experiment* was destroyed and 
n d pamt was splashed on the Poors and 
waits m a direct action against animal 
retting and vivtu’ciion expetimvnts being 
carried out by umvcretry laboratories. 


GM news 

UK gMveinmein Advison Committee 
K m Krli avr to du Lnvifutimem |Al RE) 
I have given a tentative go ahead lor the 


commercial growing of GM mane. 

Haver 1 rupSacnec y k hardott l 1 mai/c 
now gist nerd* to lie added to the UK 
national seed list and .1 change made to 
UK pesticide law before it can be 
grown commercially. ACRE has 
However advised again** the 
conimcrculiSifttion of GM beet and ml 
seed rape. 

For nrtue intomiatKm on Biiyei actions see 
http / / www stopbafergm org 

Asylum seekers welcome in Leeds! 
On Hrh January 2004 Waierside Court, 
the Immigratnm Office which prixc**e* 
as* him claims, wav blockaded. Banners 
were displayed in front of the building 
with slogan.* of ‘No to DestiHUHUt, 
Asvium to all those who weh it' and 
'No Border*, Freedom ol Vbmnicm' 
l be protest lasted two hour* and ended 
peacefully. The protest was u> raLse 
... u . oul dr iv* iTti nhon to tb« 
cllcvt* of Section 55 of the ibnemmeoi's 
Nittionalitv, hnmigrauon and A*vUim 
Aa 2002 which came mto Iwvc one 
year ago. Ovu thr past yvai dm 
legislation ha* made \*vlum 

| Seckei* desetnute, main ot whom then 
j became home levs. 
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Editorial Commentary 
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' ccunomp * 

rwn£ hv ,i aaj&crfng tT 
billion j (ifC*ftb- five*} J.tttiit* 
(1 n this isIjtwI ha* unsecured 
Jdns jver-igJi'j; TM1& uh* 

J MMfi a*CTJg<1 tM* id*- * U ' 
Vlt»Tts4Ji|2f^ aside, tfvtf h»dl thU Gitnuv- 
inc has hem done on credit card- Bui 
rt-cn on these Irgiinrs* perremaJ debt ■> 
nothing tompjrrd to the iiiniittnt 
chuncdinr Gordon Hrvwn plan* m 
borrow firmer than expected TJX 
receipts, pfnv the small matter ot the 
(2,i KilJiun co>( n! an dn^otng vt.ir, 
mean* the government re going to have 
t*> bomnv £JfJ thUituri more chi# year 
than mmivtrrv had planned, 

CimL-mmeni and consumers iltkt are 
borrowing meifr and more, A fifth of 
peupft who harrow do so to get our of 
{-vi\(mf; financial diftieuJtiftt* Hoi others 
though* low mrerc^t rates low uturnip!*n I 
merit and house price inflation have 
encouraged j spendmg Spree which can 
only he storing tip aerimre problems for 
the future, Ivcn j sltghT incrrave m 
tiilwpii rates could maLe debt repayrnmrs 
unsustainable for j lor or ire. 

Inevitably, clouds are garhmng. The 

rapid five in limise prtco re slackening 
and retail sales over Christmas fell 
com pared to Iasi vent In his November 
prr-Budget report Btown reduced his 
estimates for economic growth in 2004. 

If harder times are on the way, the govern¬ 
ment will have to raise taxes or cur back 
expenditure rm things like the NHS. No 
wonder BIj.it and Brown arc worried 
The chancellor has written to the Pay 
Review Bodies, telling them to peg pay 
nwrv for public service workers 10 |USt 
2 ... hi too, an assault on workers wage* 
has a (read* begun. Many government 
department* have of tend hefmv-infliuuri 
increases, leading the PCS trade union to 
ha Hot fes 114.0LK) civil service members. 

Britain's future economic prospects 
are likely to he determined hv exchange 
markets, currency dealers and tnmicv 
traders. The problem us that exchange 
rate volatility could force the Bank of 
England to raise interest rates. That would 
make al! the debt much more expensive 
The government would cut back 
spending* so reducing demand, as well 
as sirting on public servants' pav. thereby 
reducing the amount thev have tn spend. 
C.rmsumefs struggling to nuke jrtcrest 
rate payments also cut hack on rheir ow n 
expenditure. Rcecvsion is the predictable 

result. Capitalism is characterised by 
periods of boom and bus& It s a crazy 
way to organise things. It capitalism didn't 
exist* nobody would invent it. The econ¬ 
omy has Ivcn re Lamely quiet m recent 
v tars, Expcxi a change some tunr soon 


More Wildfire 


«•*.:“rs£Sna£ 

fioe to 1 i*l low * nit in i si an e* jo 


Quiz answers 


t (t * thif practice id ahvennug oumlf frnrn 
work on Monday*. An lfrf*4 report nn the 
Rurnmghjm metal trades tomplamed 
about i hr custom "Am ertunxuaui am mi nt 
of OJTir ii first* not only hi want of 
punvtuailin m turning to work m the 
morning and beginning again alter meal*, 
bur viil l mu re hr the general observance of 
"Nairn Monday", which is vhown in the 
fare aumdanee or enure absence of targe 
number* m dm day,* 

2. Mark Twain. 

1. I hr >f u run - a bige sptky tropical feirif (Jut 
ha* an jffiivrrjilin;; out ufiplrauiii smdk 
4 III if!'.!# NwinrrJarid mipued fiorefrr 
1 orfnib oft fbiprf fl«ring I'jerm.iny By 
IV42 it bad 1 1in*?d Us fjf^rdiff* tfiitirrly to 
ifltm ffeemg "for racial reasons only'. 

J frlpmg |rw* niio ihr cnnnriy WiM a 
v rnuhnaJ often. *■ Btndon r a < trry pruplc 
wfuidid dm wcirr, hitflfy, piirduurd, bui 
ri'» !mrd Im jamiLirv fhli ^rar 


IV- Iciu-n hum TWO mtrti Vrs >'l ’ 

Pc-mVrl Iirst reitifmw the fo«m -t 
nnmitiviu* Kiir her thatt adthw The 
wuc ( raw. Ih0 pftcr pc-r-m.il .«*»•>.* 
jn .i dtaomon. \-«i‘ ,hc 

t.ons th«li Irttw* aTtuallc ... 

*wtv. Molt of them are ompfv grow 
distort ions ot what I said 
The tint U*t«^ signed Wildfire I* 
complamv ihar, by -aw^itfmgl (hf7 ^ 
two fof five! | posrtieHi* to u v* in 
inverted commas fas if hired from the 
l text)*" I'm being “dubuiiest and mis 
representative. “ \ci the context of my 
fetter makes it clear that I wasn't 
qiionng from the [evr 
f no king at the .iMertiori that 
^orgatitwoon equals government1 
caiTr see uhjr Wtldftre I is complaining 
about f lic second Green ariJ Black 
fkth C rr n i \ fa « Wfrrv, 12rb Nm ember' 
obviously assumed this and it’s more 
than confirmed by (he writerV own 
suggestion that afl my hopes rest "in 
becoming one of Jmy | illusiunary 
‘resjllable' pollridans of the fuiurr". 

And here is thr person who takes offence 
m m v “asscftiufi" that he equates organisa¬ 
tion with government? How ironic. 

Then there is the other letter, signed 
Wildfire n, which calls “recallable 
delegates *, another form of governance.“ 
even dismissing collective decision^ 
making A4 the mdividunE being “crushed 
under the weight of 'wodccn 1 demo- 
cracy % ,“ Whether m the workplace or in 
a stTuill-scile' community* organisation 
requires that tkcistotis he reached and 
rhesc will rardv make everyone happy. 
This suggests a 5 J>n?cwhjt autociaric 
approach to cooperation* w here the 
expectation is that everyone must do 
exactly whvit they \rilfll or they're 
oppressed. So mv 'axremon*. rather than 
he mg ‘dishunesf', was correct. 

Wildfire I says that J intend to impose 
“an ‘imperialist* proletarian revolution 
on rhe majority world. I said ink such 
thing. The "quote' provided to lustily 
this was my repeating or Wildfire's own 
straw man argunum 1 against ’traditional 
anarchism, and the c*nircxt again makes 
this clear. That's w r hv Wildfire i doctors 
the quotation, removing ihe quotation 
marks where t indicated the second 
Bulletins words. This looks like 
dishonesty. 

Regarding other puerile comments 
irora thus wnrer; [ lolly support the 
“Zapatistas w ho don’t w ant dams" and 
others who reject the demands of 
capitalist progress As I made clear* 
progress' under capitalism is shaped b> 
inequalities of power and wealth* l 
don’t worship n, hut l don't reject all 
progress as inherently bad either. 

And I think it’s troiiK that oximaanc 
who wants the whole world to he 
'primitlvist' has the cheek to call me an 
‘imperMlisT and 'aiithnnurian’, 
particularly given that I said* “as for 
the level of technology and industry 
they |m the 'Global South'! would like* 
well* I rhiirk true anarchists should let 
them decide that ihermclvcw rather than 
seeking ro impose primumsi hmiasies 
on to them." Mus, of course, is the same 
posHHin f hold for the Tilnhaf North , 

Its tunny that Wildfire I thinks 1 warn 
ft» ’organise strike* against those who 
rcltm- flic ‘progn v* of the west', 1 1 assume 
I his is in response m mv suggest inns tin 
lus quevttori of how "those m the Global 
North |cau | ctmiftiunicMte, Irt alone 
cnnvinct, a community in (he Global 
South M not to "harness nuclear energy". 
Which iv a dntnriion of my rrgimiem, 
is well is luring dicply in urn; I was 


1 iunt» ii 1111 tty 


head 


11 „ Eommife n*’>' ln lhl ' *’* 

wdl. iuniplmumg that direct ai*rum 
would be uwd • “WWIP ™ , 

ss.irkcr, I That) toml *** '" 

tirdff »> J " wt “P f 


iiutfority want. 


This i* t-foAK* K be 


“hanirc't nuclear energy" after Ml? h 
vvmikl be opprewi'T t« rrv jnd convince 
them tuit n*. 

This soLtitui wmer ciuk rhis paragrap 
with the avsemun that "when the 
boyctt m fair rd be out shmmngall 
tht ■.inn-work* ri pes my 'Spanish civil 
nar heroes’ did. But he provides no 
rodence (hat this ever happened rn Spam. 

I checked the mm! obvious smirec toi 
such an accusation, Seidmcn's Workers 
ag.imst Work, and found nothing, itrhap> 
he’d provide a retcreucc? 

Back to Wildfire I He distorts mv new 
on how ut should handle ecologtcalfi 
desmtenre techintlogs. again producing 
a cMmcsf-iu’r quotation to launch into 
4 tirade on bow I ihmk “the future is 
art fiichcr or scenario. Either \\c embrace 
ecological dcsiruciion. or face ecological 
destruction." Perhaps. I should stress 
that, by ’ecological destruction * I 
assumed rhe Wildfire Collective meant 
rhe use of natural resources by human 
being*- Yes. producing any product* 
even in a "prirnimfcT society.- will result 
in resource use* pollution and so on* My 
-aarting poini is to ml how we interact 
with the environment to minimise our 
impact while maintaining a decent 
■ standard of living* I made this clear in 
my origin a! letter* 

Wildfire reieci my solution- J *.in ^cc 
why they distort my post non* as it 
allows them to ignore my point* which 
was that "the breakdown of civilisation" 
they desire will face the "legacies of 
industrial society which I like the ruling 
class) will nor just disappear” Presumably 
Wildfire I reieccs rhis and thinks That 
nuclear power sfationi should iusr fie 
allowed to melt down and the toxic 
wastes of decaying industrial society 
just seep mto the water table and soil? 
But no, he argues that h we can safely 
deactivate and secure "toxic* processes 
during a revolution an situation, without 
having to continue the production post- 
re volution*" Now, why didn’t J think of 
that? Oh, wail* I did? 

I wrote that* “we will need to handle 
such problems while transforming 
society (Nell as "cvaluaimg the costs 
and benefits of specific concrete forms 
id uthnohigy and production* seeking 
ways of improving and changing them 
and* perhaps* gening rid of some of 
ihem totally.’* Wildfire I siruplv repeats 
my own point against me* How dishonest 
can you get? Strangely, Wildfire I doesn't 
explain how this deactivation would 
occur* As he dismisses workers' control* 
1 can't see how it could be done. 

The issue tv wniple. if ihe Wildfire 
Collective think "prtmtrivist 1 society will 
exist immediately, then they must 
acknowledge that millions of people 
will die of starvation ho that a "lucky* 
lew who survive can raise chickens free 
(rum tyrannies vuch as hospitals* books 
and electricity II. however* they thmk it 
will fie created over time, with the 
sens!file dcactivarion of imluitry and 
the voluntmry dismantling of ernes like 
I ondon, then In them i vplain how this 
will he done without workers' control, 
mfcrnanonal links and the sell 
organisation of tin- population - which 
tv what they attacked me lor advixatiug, 
And if (hr rr.nmlrfofl t\ slow, then why 
can't we judge which ttx hnoltjg)' to 
keep, muddy and N jtxt, rather than 


dumping *l . 

Of course* this tsr* t an • l, P tlu 
^)4ftnti -#h9 tonAtm m* 

i hr, m .kTt.ae*T.h« t y^« 

tit r; " cr 

I Imh prr.c-«,iv< Vh-U'KT *"** 

(iivcn this, rho mu" **P Sj,n " hv '" th 

, , Ui Mci> htcakJ.mii vtim’i lead 
J M ,h ..ml rttih'dVal Jfsmictmn .1 
massive Scale, lithe, .l.„m Jtrce all that 
,ho Jon't want such an abrupt change, 
then why do they siiwtes' ‘ha 1 lhl '' 1 ’“- 
trtnrralb- Icipc doevn’ 1 «em t" he 
that strong point Wildtirc H say* the 
Ueen and I'htsk bulletin J.H-,n t provide 
a "blue print I nr the Itilure. Ih ' 

(at -small-wale laud-based etilture.'' 

He mvs that primitivism retests rhe idea 
-that model* of smial uiteraermn he 
imposed tin anyone,“ yet lail* to vav how 
else we sou Id get to 1st* utopia- He wants 
to pet nd nt the city hut he makes nn 
arrempt to explain how* 

Ncnhc-r writer wy* how the I'K will 
Mtppori 58 million people living his 
preferred culture* 1 wonder why 
Wlfdtire I complains that n v fa Ice to 
vau hr ever proposed maStS starvation j!> 
a solution. Ler me remind, him of the 
itrsi Bulletin^ ccuumems on the collapiP 
uf dvifisiripii What cotiducion docs he 
ivimr us to draw? Until the Collective 
.inswerx question* cuch m thece, nobody 
will t.ike them seriously. And what can 
wc make of the fact that they've vet to 
take the opportunity to do SO? 

Finally* Wildfire l v.ivc that my "long- 
Maridutg battle with pnimm-ism* has 
been well documented.’' that “pact issues 
of Black Flag and Green Anarchist are 
littered with ’calls and responses' simikir 
to these"* I’ve never written a letter rci 
Green Anarchist, (tore a w-nrd in Black 
Flag about pnmitivivm. But why lei 
truth get in the way? Ir hasn't so far. 

fain McKay 


„ * a, ^ the 

who 6 drievi 

ii a new lawt** barba'tvm *b«n 
*..a/ tflld 

,«d -devtuitrmt' 


aknt#*r «■« u,m <hf 


Ushi.tned Hv the poipt" 
id vivillsatmti’ 

I reedrttn fvdortgiN rest 
j i nervier. wtt> 

are allc«rd *** tmich ,|»se - ^ 
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Do the authors of the Green and Black 
Bulletin dwell m j rural* self-sufficient 
enclave, wit hour u^mg any ’cmnmodity 
good;*', relying on the manual skills that 
beguile them so? These are 4 few of the 
things wc ought to know about them, 
particularly when they assert that ’’one 
of the most revolutionary acts wc m the 
mirth can engage in (in the immcduHel 
is to reconnect to the land in our local 
communities’*, ll it exists "m the 
immediare," where re thre example of 
the new utopia located? How is it 
structured? How are decisions taken? 

Or are we to take u that their prescription 
is lor the resi ot at sonic Unspecified 
future date? 

In lad I didn't accuse them ot being 
state apparatchiks {Commentary; 6th 
Decembers bill merely illustrated the 
ptjint that the provenance of the so- 
called Bulletin was hidden from the 
wider ’movement 1 and might emanate 
from anywhere. It remains so. Jr’s silly 
tor a supposed collective to claim 
anonymiiv and n suggescs a lack of 
commirmenr As fur the term ’mud- 
dinging* - note the description of lainY 
lerrcr as "lies* vitriol and Half truths' 1 , 
Prcimmnhly this re intended as an attempt 
al comradely criticism, 

Mv political identity is quite tabust* 

I ikv others I've lead an awful lot ot 
crap over the years and I’m weary ol o 
continuing into the luttire under the 
guise o| being in alleged “critical 
current’ and mi having a eiimiecrion 
with credence. Those who produce ihe 
Bullion appear to fit fn!K fledged 
ideologues. Then contempt fm am fttrm 
of self managed ponedure re < lear. Yet 
they chum in have rm interest m "raking 
sjdiV I draw the minimum that 
pfimittvists a fen T put ol the ucojutionaiv 
marthixt movenicfii fiui naive ivo 


? and t4T 

or that The editor* «PP*>^ 
natmn* a<- those exprowd > w< ‘ 
isn’t that the values m the Bull 
dissem nia icd but {to repeat) that in re 
chmild Ih- done as a separate entity 
ihe non-.inarchret producer'' expense, 
with contact addressee given, artd * rif 
rhe space regained in Freedom IO ^ 
given aver to news and rational 
coimnent that furthers (hr anarchist 
cause. There's a struggle to be wan, 

Roy Emery 

Would the pnmiin rets please explain 
how ihe current worldwide population 
of six billion people can. Ih* spread on* 
instantly into what remains of the 
worldV rural areas without this creating 
a social and ecological disaster? Can 
they also explain how mv billion people 
can be fed with a balanced diet, using 
small-scale subsistence farming alone, 
in whatever immediate location in the 
world they happen to be, in whatever 
climate? Or is it rh.u they want to ^ee 
the majority of the human population - 
that's you and me* to Iks - conveniently 
disappear? 

Paul 

|'vc Isccn very iiticFcsred in rhe debate 

on *mareho-pnminvism* It seems to me 
that what anarcho-prirmnvists overlook 
ii. the need tor a fulcrum and lever for 
overthrowing capitalism and the state 
which* distasteful as it mav sound to 
some* can only he the working class, 

What happens alter (be overthrow of 
capitalism and the state is an open 
question, but what isn't is the fact that 
capitalism is only really vulnerable ai 
the point of production. How anarchists 
orientate themselves in relation to this 
is crucial. 

They can >tand apart and wash their 
hands (if it because it doesn't accord 
w ith their analysis of the wrongs of the 
world, or they s in take sides in what 
will be a struggle between classes and 
pur rheir own ideas on hold for a while 
There'll fit plenty of time to persuade 
people to return to simpler ways ot life 
- which I’m m total agreement with - 
once capitalism and the state are out nt 
the way. Until then, wc have no choice 
but to work with the working Mass and 
| to m to influence the course ot events 
| from inside their struggle once it arises, 
Richard Livermore 


The debate prompted by your inclusion 
ot the Green and Black perspective re 
turning out to he fascinating. Perhaps 
this was the uitenuon all along - dialogue. 
One dear trait, ahin-r all*, re emerging: 
the righteousness evinced hv virtuath 
all the anti Greens Few anarchists arc 
comfortable being told what the\ should 
think or how they must free then lives. 
Hu objectives tit the W ildfire l oUcvttvc 
appear uv he most ttreuigly oppu^d bv 
piopoiiems ot anarchist eoimminrem 
Thai s fine 1 advenare the same 
philosopln mvsclf. But it sure ly h.re 
ht an anarchism broad ih iis vision tud 
toll ram in practise, otherwise eiullevs 
povi tcvolulitmnn ^Insure at* Knutd 
to os cut \ lire will result m the I allure 
ot thr eulire soncept. 

** PAfttt f 
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Are we being lied to? Much of the evidence seems to suggest that 
we are, at least if the essays in one recent book are to be believed 



A conspiracy theorist's delight * JFK. still the original and the best 


Y ou arc Bong I ivd To* edircd 
Rtoi Kick, « .i hi]£ book 
which, since ire publication, 
luv >om-d Some controversy. 
Tin* h,re included 4 heated 
exchange m lohfltr maga/wr 
That vaid* I Ire I it would lie 
.irt cxccllrm «urtmK point, albcir an 
American-flavoured one, for an investi- 
gjunn uit*i put how little we can trust 
the maiv media. 

There arc several tiumo here whuh 
will Ik familiar in freedom midrft, 
including those of Noam Chomiky. 
Cbm Buff, ft run Martin and Robin 
FUirreay- I'earth* who know the US 
alternative pfc*s will also he pleased in 
wr kenit THorrut, Robert Stalling* lint 
Mart in and Ale* Comcumnc represented- 
Many of the arndev arc puhlrehcd lor 
the first rune* ar leair in the form they 
take here, kick h.re tried to gel a broad 
speerrom of V iews, including thtreC from 
right wing writer* hut o v cr* whelm mgfi 
rhiwol/ivoun o from elsewhere. One 
»fjctuM note that tt\ overwhelmingly a 
male compendium 
With u> mam writers it's inrvttable 
that the wilting re nt variable qualify, 
ind some subject* are mare interesting 
rAan others It V ako quire pcw*»Mr 
Mime ueme could he flatly contradicted 
by anothei article, Russ hasn't attempted 
to flatten out the difference*, and if the 
hook has one mam message \t\ tor 
reader* ro approach all texts, including 
those im iukied here, in a critical spirit. 

Topics covered tndtidr iIk oU favounres 
of the conspiracy press - JFK and other 
avureinatuure, the Oklahoma City 
bombing, high school omncia. LIFOs, 
voting teamv and so forth Then rhcrcS 


material on school test IvnjIcs and the 
distortion* and omission* in tlicm 
(American one* in particular!, ao.dwv 
of religion, including flu* jenti* myth 
store and io on. Not to mem ton hi 
and drugs and rhe fallacies, misrepresent 
attons and honors ot contemporary 
vLirncf And loads more, in over vixty 
essays. 

The whole thing re headed up by 
some more general articles* and finished 
qtl with some further reading. Many of 
the .iriiclev are welbsnurccd and foot' 
uoied, A* an adjunct to You are being 
Lied To there’s also the diwnhv.com 
websitei w hich has hceu going since 
19Vo and where some of these authors 
haw posted material 

like any anthology, rt'v as good as ns 
parts and* generally speaking, there .ire 
more items in this collection which people 
will find interesting than object ion able. 
Vnd I expect that everyone who reads n 
will find cnineihing new and something 
.Jv<- tht'v really uh|cct tu Anyone who 
agrees with all of it hasn't got their 
critical apparams working and hasn't 
| understood what rhe hook i* all about. 

1 With *uth .» wide range cjf topics ami 
writers covered* ifS difficult to reflate 
anv one or two items for ipcvittl 

mention Rut t did find Barry Chamish's 
chapter on the \99> assassin.irion of 
Uraeb prune minister Yirzak Rabin 
Usarutiiig and it showed their sometimes 
the 'conspiracy theorist* ‘ do have 
worthwhile things to say. 

As lor the material on rhe Columbine 
High School massacre - well, read it and 
see what you make of it l ike much in 
here, if n't true rhen we reallv have been 
bed to. big time. Sadly rhe collection 


was put together before September 
t Ith* and there’s several book loads of 
theories and strange ‘facts’ rhar could 
be assembled about that. 

Overall, You arc Being Lied To is 
recoinniended if you're in any way 
suspicious of what you've: been told 


over the years, hut best avoided if you 
firmly believe tn consensus reality* as 
told you by the mainstream media and 
other experts. Now, who's going to pm 
together a similar volume from British 
writers and covering British ^objects? 

Richard Alexander 


You are Being Lied to; The Disinformation 
Guide to Media Distortion, Historical 
Whitewashes and Cultural Myths, edited Dy 
Russ kick, published by Disinformation* <s 
available from Freedom for £17.99 (add £2 
postage <0 the UK, £4 eteewherei 
For more of the same visit wvw.disinfo.com 


BOOKS 


God Save the Queen 

by Johann Harr 
Icon Books. £5.99 

You don't need in Ik in Anarchist tn 
rewTir the British establishment. The 
newspaper* haw recently been swilling 
fagam) with stories about corruption in 
rht “honours system* (personally I d r.ikr 
one, simply to be embarrassing But it % 
unlikely HI he offered the chance). Royalty 
w the peak of the establishment. The 
whole myth reinforce* the idea of Special’ 
people, who somehow are qualified to 
have power. Tins tn itself reinforces 
power nrla rt unships. 

The history of the profession speaks 
hn itself- 3 continual story of power 
freaks, half-wits and people who dregracc 
the description •lunatics’. Tire cad parr 
nl it all is tht continuing involvement 
of ordinary people. Media stars* film* 
television and sound'recording all 
Compete lor gongs. Somehow royalty 
still hav ns appeal, An old quoraron is 
apt: ‘when die Ltse king n strangled 
with the gut> of rhe hist priest." 

If Wiiurt always like this Right into 
the Middh Agi^, kmgs were little more 
than military feaderi, f hern they Malted 
*o dtvdop prcit mums and jutiumpnoni j 
of divine righr' (u#d was oo their miJc. > 


I The biglish had the cense to perform a 
literal hatchet |ob m 1649 and then, 
incredibly^ within twenty years they 
brought hack the family business* The 
Godfather ha* nothing on rhiii. 

Jobarih Hati’s lv*ok is a hatchet fob 
on the current royal bmilv, a, sorry 
bunch of people, cmnttonallv cfippled 
and redumJiiiit for everything except 
newspaper stones (in fact* there's even 
a revival in stories about the long-dead 
Diuna* Princess of Wales). I myself have 
no interest in whether the queen's 
firstborn eventually becomes a ‘king’ or 
not. God Save the Queen gives plenty 
of reasons why he should quietly go 
away and mind his own business - fm 
'•lire he'll have enough money stashed 
somewhere. 

"' He did m)t keep bis promises, 
having little regard fat the keys of the 
church and for the tenar of bis Great 
( barter* so many tunes paid lor. Also, 
he exalted his uterine brothers m n 
most intolerable manner* contrary to 
the law uf the kingdom." And this was 
written about Henry III in 12411. How 
much progress have we nude in the 
centuries since? 

David Peers 

Avail rime from FlltdOfn for £5.99 (aerd 6Qp 
pOStoge in the UK, £ 1 20 elsowlierei 


Mi Revalueshanary Fren: 
Selected Poems 

by Linton Kwesi Johnson 
Penguin, £7.99 

Any record ol 1 inton Kwrvi Johnsons 
work thatV confined to puems on a 
page can only succeed ro a limited 
extent; but within t hi v const ran it Mi 
Revaluirshanury I reft givey a valuable 
overview of LKJ s range and sympathies, 
dating back to his emergence on the 
dub scene of 1970s Rrixmn. 

ItY hard not to be impressed by the 
breadth of his literary sensitivity. His 
cultural referents include figures as 
diverse as Christopher Okigbo, Hrrek 
Wdk'ot, Luma Guodtson and T.S, Eliot, 
In this, he seems to be as much the 
descendant* pueticalh-speaking, of 
Okigbo and the Cariblwan a% he is of 
the Last Poets* with whom he is often 
com pa red. 

li’i not gist literary references that 
highlight rhe depth of Johnson s walk* 
He's always been an explicitly political 
figure. In Mi Revalueshanary 1 ten he 
checks out struggles irt Mij/Jimbiqui:, 
Lebanon k Cuba, Eastern Europe, Buff a. 
Trinidad, Talevmir. Guyana and Rwanda, 

Important as his international cuncmis 
tire, however, it s as an artist with more 


focal matfera in mind that I.K1 is be^i 
known* What's going on in Box ion. 
New Cross* Southall anil liradford is 
lust as important to him. In hi* most 
famous poem* tngtan re a Bitch, he 
describe* the emptiness ol the working 
Hass (particularly the black working 
class! existence: “Ingbn re a bitch / 
dcres no escaping it / Ingbn re a bitch 
h true f a null lie mi ,i rdl* a true", 

Johnsons oveiridingand continuing 
political concern is to expose racrem and 
injustice ui society. Lire approach has 
always been deeply serin us* and it's this 
earnestness which perhaps accounts tor 
the nature nf Ins appeal; somewhat mote 
exclusive, for example* than that of others 
to whom he re superficially similar. 

The anger his listeners iirvi heard in 
1975 remains to this dav, burning as 
strongly as ever. The most public ahme> 
tit police power* documented in Tout 
Scene, mav be more hidden fiustl m 
2004 than they were thirty ^rar* ago* 
but ail that's happened re that the worst 
episodes have been moved out ol sight 
and, often, behind bats *'Yu link a pre 
hem high-five an James Ban / an poJcce 
an sofia ow’evah tiawt lughalan wan t 
wen it Lornr to black people Wnreiaii < 
some ptikee mna luglan gut fieseirev fi 
kill" (l ureense fi kill) 


Some of the political content of hre 
poems re clearly informed by his roots 
in the Black Panthers; much of it would 
win sympathy from many anarchists. 

Bui he’s more than iust a political 
w titer, whith re whv hre work remains 
so powerful, thirty years an and still 
smoking with anger. 

Johnny M. 

Available from Freedom (or £799 lack! BOp 
postage In the UK. £160 elsewhere) 
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Commentary 

png* o ^ 

So wlwlV ill the dfeMfoin about? Where's 
,[ going re nke m 1 1 *iP <ul ‘ stv Jrt ' 
CgpftirUftt*, hom Fen in to Ayn Rmnl, 

V ommeh. jniiilvhlinBl «L‘ctl m he 
anarehiiW- Slagging mm anoflier oil 
mferriimnhtv is going W grt nnbmh 
anywhere. J et’s tri some cooperation 
tni change. Mutual .mi, Kropm km 

would have ii Fuf .inarvhivffi to 
dlftcvd in the 2 1 st &t»cury, aspect, 
understanding and convergence arc 
essential nmf vital, Tho Green arid 
Blade Bulletin is the best thing Freedom 
ban done in years. 

Frankie Dee 


\k si ill hamvi answered my M m * tu,n 
.vhoui how i p-ihncs of different*- 
would change the 'eights hn whites 

tm .Mitt.w*W 

iimUieulmridiMs the BNIklwre * right 

ni their eulmraF space. According to 
\K, the answer to *i pollncv ol racial 
solidnniy is to abandon emnees entirely. 
Vn Instead of arguing for class against 
nice we abandon any attempt at building 
nun-fascist politics on a class basis and 
simply recognise each other’s right to 
disagree, bollocks is all I can say t« rlui. 

Paul Maguire 

Peter’s farrago 


'look.I’m not 

joins tochangcniy 

suweoii tuition («s. 


Anfll’mstipkins 
towballsaiflw 
Hutron about HflW' 
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IA u 




PM vs AR 


Jn fits response ro me. AR says the 
various academic prophets of mulri- 
enftur.ilism “don’t Take dtl'i'crence far 
en<3 ugh ’’ f Com men ta ry, J Orh fa n Ufl ry ,1 
Apparently we should ‘"stop thinking oi 
nurse Ives as instances of closed Categories 
and ... escape these sruhr/ying ideological 
boxes"’. Class* according to tins logic, is 
a “fixed essence” we should simply 
abandon, 

But diass isn’t a product we choose 
from the 'ideological supermarket'. It is 
- and this ought to be so obvious as 
not ro need retirement - a relationship 
between those who own the means of 
production and those who labour for 
them, ft’s a relationship of exploitation, 
nor a category error, and it canT therefore 
lie simple brought ro an end by thinking 
differently, 

Irk not possible to create a progressive 
politics of ’difference’. If we lottow 
ARk logic - that the ideas of difference 
haven’t been taken far enough - where 
do we end up if not with a politics that 
says, “the causes of your poverty and 
oppression are entirely separate to mine 
and, were 1 to enter into an alliance with 
you on any such basts, Vd be subordinat¬ 
ing myself m an c-ssojjlc' M / common 
experience’’, A politics of difference isn’t 
a polities ar all. Its the logic of each 
again si aJI when it comes from the right; 
or bourgeois individualism from the left. 

The factor which separates issues of 
class and exploitation from issues of, 
far want of .i better term, ’oppression’, 
is rhat the various oppressions are 
poremiaily resolved through ’recognition’ 

- by the demands for equality being 
accepted by the ’excluding’ society - 
whereas for class exploitation to be 
brought ro an end, society would have 
ro be thoroughly restructured through 
the expropriation of the ruling and 
owning class. 

AR bemoans the division of the world 
mto categories of ’us and them’, but the 
forging of alliances on this basis is the 
reality of political activity. One of rhe 
tasks of a revolutionary movement is to 
fighr for clarity regarding rhe basis for 
alliances like these, namely class* 
solidarity rather than racial solidarity. 
Simply tu champion difference and 
hybri titty is to wish oppressions away 
rather than actively fight to end them, 


Peter Gibson's response to mv short 
review ill Harold Barclays hide bmk 
The Stare, is a farrago of nonsense and 
rriiMimlersundings (Review, 6th 
December), His arrogant an J dismissive 
attitude towards anthropology and 
towards other anarchists, and his 
suggestion Thai a critique of the Male is 
old bar to bun and so 'irrelevant’, 
simply reflects Ins own suaobfologicii I 
prejudices. He is of the same ilk as 
Margaret Thatcher, who fantpusly 
declared rh.it there was no such thing 
as society; only individuals who .ire 
seen as inherently nasty, aggressive, 
selfish and competitive. Peter’s wilful 
misinterpretation, both o! past anarchists 
and of anthropology, equating them 
with Rousseau, only indicates Ids own 
sociological naivety and his ignorance 
of the history of both anarchism and 
the social sciences. 

To write that the state Is only a 
"myth” and doesn't work “in practice’' 
suggests that Peter is living irt cloud 
cuckoo land, and completely oblivious 
to the intrinsic links between the state, 
particularly that of the United States, 
and global capitalism. Presumably, 
given his bizarre logic, wc should stop 
using the concept of ’capitalism’, as 
that is also ’irrelevant’ to his own 
scientistic ultra-radicalism. So what 
| great insights has Peter himself to other? 
He tdls tis that humans arc animals and 
[hat the state consists of humans and their 
relationships. Hardly news to generations 
of anarchists and anthropologists! 

Brian Morris 

Local strategy 


I was rather amused by John Shore s 
assertion that the Anarchist Federation 
has a problem regarding "the lack of 
real working class presence in their 
ranks” and that we don’t “connect with 
working class communities.'* I’m a 
member of the AF. I’m also a support 
worker living on a housing estate in 
South Wales, My parents’ occupations 
were production line worker and 
painter and decorator, I therefore think 
I'm a member of the working class so, 
logically, John's first claim is nonsense 
funless he has some kind of 'working 
class right-on' test I must pass to 
qualify). Other AF members who I’ve 
met are, 3 think, also working class. 

As fur not connecting with ’working 
class communities’, here in Torfaen we 
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regularly hand out copies of Resistance, 
the AFs monthly frcesNect* and get a 
good response to it. We re involved in 
combating all the shit the council are 
throwing ar us* like destruction of rhe 
green belt, the imposition of a faith- 
based super-school and so on, not to 
men thin all the usual work, such as 
campaigning against the war. Perhaps 
John Shiite could fell me what we’re 
doing wrong? Rest assured that we’re 
trying to spread the anarchist 
communist message on a daily basis. 
Isn’t this the right strategy, John? 

Arthur Crowsn 
Anarchist Federation 

Dogma denied 

.Martin Gilbert's reply to my comments 
simply ignores my arguments (Comment¬ 
ary, 2(Jrh December), He suggests* that I 
think it "more important for Freedom 
tr» take the ’rigiir line’ politically than 
to consider way?, of limiting the damage 
to the lives of people living in Iraq.” 

Does be think thar protestors being 
shot by the occupying powers doesn’t 
’damage’ people Jiving m Iraq? What 
about the privatisation of the economy? 
The continued use of Saddam's anti-union 
laws? Tile repression of unemployed 
w orkers' organisations. The re 
employment of Saddam’s thugs by the 
liberators'? The creation oi a client 
regime whose function is to create an 
Iraq shaped in US* not Iraqi, interests? 

The best thing for people living in Iraq 
would he to end the occupation and lei 
i hem create what they think a good 
society should be. That isn’t ‘dogmatic’, 
unless basic ana r eh is r principles are 
dogma. 

To achieve this would mean the building 
of self-man aged class organisations in 
the countn. It Martin genuinely wants 
[he best fur the Iraqi people then he 
should oppose the occupation. 

lain McKay 
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A sideways look 

rhe hereditary principle ic something 
roiallv at odds with anarchism. Merely 
because some archaic rules enshrine 
that so-and-so’s ancestor was a bigger 
bully than mine or yours we have a 
monarchy. Not that I'm a big fan of 
presidents, but chat’s a different story. 
It’s the principle, you know. 

Anarchists’ hostility to monarch* and 
monarchism in the nineteenth century 
often led to assassination attempts on 
various kings, empresses and archdukes, 
Even here, the thcn-dccply unpopular 
Queen Victoria was said ro have feared 
attacks by anarchists. 

My first exposure to the term 
’anarchist 1 came during a .Victorian 
television drama, as someone of whom 
royalty was afraid. (Sadly, apart from 
explaining that they were people who 
didn’t believe m the royal family my 
mum was un.ibEc to elaborate further 
on what an anarchist might be.) 

So [ settled dow n to watch The Real 
Royal Family" on January 3rd with some 
interest. Historian Michael Jones has 
unearthed the fact that King Edward IV 
wan a bastard, in the literal, rather than 
merely pejorative, sense. By rhe convoluted 
rules of royal succession being bom 
without a legal tv-recognised father 
tends to mean you don’t get a chance to 
wear the crown. 

The reason u matters that this 
particular king was illegitimate i* the 
historical background pf the rime - rhe 
War* of the Roses, Edward’s legitimate 
brother, ( I irence, was executed by him, 
and hts younger brother became Richard 
111 when Edward died. Henry Tudor who 
defeated Richard in battle claimed legiti¬ 
macy by marrying Edward's daughter. 

Rut if Edward Wasn’t truly a king (you 
have to enter into the faintly absurd 
spirit of these musing*). Henry couldn't 
claim the throne through her. Clarence 
was rhe next m line, making his children 
heirs to Richard III, 

It this is beginning to sound like an 
alternative history novel, bear with me. 
What it means is thar we might have 
missed otic on the colourful Henry VUI 
and the stunningly exciting Church of 
England. We’d have missed out cm 
chopping off Charles Is head* the 
Levellers and Diggers and Ranters and 
everything else that went with the English 
revolutionary civil war. 

Forget rhe dreary Hanoverians, Victoria 
and tlu merry Save tInburg t mrh.is. 
Who would have bored us m double 
history instead? What would Henry l\ 
have been like, or } eulirmndo? 

kmg Viieophdus I and II would have 
umie and gone* making way lor Edith 
L Charles I, I diih II and Queen Hatham 

ih ojurst , mine u| thi* w,n hkrlv. 
History dnesii’i work like liul. and u\ 

■ idly idle huitavyr then the ujiteiit 
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incumbents of Buck House vvdl reaJtsc 
whar we've all got to gam by them 
clearing off. One person does, though, 
and he’s the Teal’ king at England uhe 
Scottish monarchy was only unified 
with the English with the arrival ol the 
Stuarts, so it would have escaped, or 
worse, been lumbered with rhe 
dysfunctional incumbents). 

Michael Hastings was interviewed by 
the programme m his home in outback 
New South Wales. He works as an 
agronomist* lias a large I happy] family 
and is content in his life. He arrived in 
Australia as a "titled public schoolboy 
out to do some jackarooing* ami stayed. 
Belter srtll* he’s ;i republican* 

Those of us opposed to the monarchy 
and the hereditary principle arc often 
portrayed a s being merely jealous, or of 
missing the point m thut they don’t 
really have any power. The truth is 
that* while some mi^hi want reinbution 
on these hangers-on, the lives nl rhe 
royal family are far from enviable. They 
live in a goldfish bowl, constrained by 
stupid rules that dictate who you can 
love and what you tan do. They may 
have all the trappings, bur they aren’t 
as free as rhe man in the outback. 

Svartfrosk 

Words we use 

I'ROPAGANDA: My dictionary define* 
this as ”an organised programme of ... 
selected in formation used ro propagate 
a doctrine". h% nui surprising that many 
now find the term unacceptable. 

Time hasn’t been kind tn rhe old- 
fashioned view, th.u we have all the 
answers and that, with them, our task 
is to proselytise the non-anarchist public 
(like a stodgy Christmas pudding which 
has tu be consumed whole). 

In its place crimes the understanding 
[hat. while we who call ourselves 
anarchist have some useful answers to 
some demanding questions, it would be 
presumprimui to suppose that we’ve got 
them all and have nothing left to learn. 

Wc should leave these certainties to 
Marxists and Utopians. Otherwise weV 
no meaningful reply when were told 
that anarchists are a just bunch i>t kids 
who need to grow up, 

Johnny M 

The quiz 

l Who or what is harm Monday 5 
? Wlui said, ~ihere are laws tu protect 
rlie freedom til ihi pi f «\ .^h, h„i 

'unit ih,u an- worth anyth ins to 

t'tulni tlu- people Irma the - 

■ Wti.ii (rim ,* banned (Tom the 
‘’iriltapore publii 

1 What was the aliunde td St»««vl.uid 
10 r^vplf whtt helped feu, ,Vk- 
tll,rll 'C. 'I><- Vv.l.td Wi.iM \\ „ . 
Aumvn <wi p.i s .,-1 > 
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